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Item #30 City Council Meeting June 3, 2026

2025 Urban Water Management Plan – Proposed Revisions

Minor Changes:

1. Page 6-5 (p. 60 of PDF): typo in caption for the RO membranes photo (“MBGWFP”)
2. Page 7-6 (p. 91 of PDF): change “groundwater rights” to “water rights”
3. Page 6-14 (p. 69 of PDF): consider if we can change the last sentence as follows:

“After Phase 2 of Pure Water Oceanside is implemented, it is anticipated that at
least 30% of the City’s water supply will come from Pure Water Oceanside and
native groundwater supplies.”

Additional Language/Substantive Revisions:

4. Page 6-5 (p. 60 of PDF): consider these revisions or similar to this paragraph, for
updated accuracy since the special legislation addressing the unique situation in
the San Luis Rey Valley Groundwater Basin:

The Mission Basin is the furthest downstream reach within the San Luis Rey Valley
Groundwater Basin (DWR Bulletin 118 Groundwater Basin No. 9-007). Although the San
Luis Rey Valley Groundwater Basin has been designated a medium priority basin, Water
Code Section 10722.5 resulted in a division at the confluence of the San Luis Rey River
and Frey Creek as to how subsurface water is legally classified. Subsurface water
downstream of that confluence and extracted under an existing appropriative right is
not considered “groundwater” for purposes of the Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act (SGMA). As such the City is not currently exploring formation as the
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for the lower basin.

5. Page 6-6 (p. 61 of PDF): consider water rights-protective language to the “Other
Considerations” section, which seems to be the best fit for this:

Historically, the City experienced some challenges in groundwater extraction, including
mechanical limitations and well production. The City is continuing to make
improvements to reduce these challenges, but has determined that as currently
configured for extractions, the reliable average brackish groundwater supply is currently
2,500 AFY. The City holds water rights Permit No. 5229 to produce 1,250 AFY and
additionally has a pre-1914 right to produce 7,250 AFY from the native underflow of the
San Luis Rey River. Future infrastructure optimization, hydrological study and other
developments may further augment the City’s ability to maximize production of native
supply pursuant to these appropriative rights. Supplementing this native supply, the
addition of FAT water will allow for increased extraction of groundwater and help to
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consistently maximize the use of existing groundwater pumping and treatment
facilities. The City anticipates that expanding groundwater extraction and uses as a part
of the Pure Water Oceanside program will oƯset demands for purchased SDCWA water.
Projected groundwater supplies through existing facilities and expansion projects are
presented in Table 6-1.

6. Page 6-7 (p. 62 of PDF): consider the following just for clarity/emphasis

6.2.3 Surface Water
As explained above, groundwater in the Mission Basin is legally classified as underflow
in the San Luis Rey River, considered surface water for water rights purposes. Other
than this supply, the City does not use or plan to use self-supplied surface water as
part of its water supply.
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